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Lisa used to visit her aunt in Port 
Burwell, down on the shore of Lake Erie, 
and she remembered going to a market 
that was held every Tuesday. What 
stuck in her mind, I’m guessing, is that 
there were a number of Mennonites 
that arrived by horse and carriage to 
sell their wares, or whatever they were 
called back in the day. 

So a few years ago she was looking 
through the Daytripper and saw the ad 
for this market in Aylmer, Ontario and, 
after a bit of begging and pleading, 
she convinced me to take the 
day off work and go on a 
daytrip. 

It turned out to be the best 
thing we ever did and we’ve 
gone on many daytrips since. 
Sometimes I’m surprised 
that we don’t run out of 
things to do and places to 
go, but this area has a lot 
to offer. I think we take it 
for granted. Plus, we’ve found 
so many places we want to go 
back to that we’d be perfectly content to 
go relive one of our past tours. Lisa and I 
always wind up talking to friends about 
where we’ve been and they’ve started 
asking us for suggestions. I always just 
tell them to grab a Daytripper and go, 
but Lisa’s been bugging me to send in a 
tale of one of our tours, an itinerary, so 
here goes.

It seemed logical 
to start with a trip 
that brought us to 
the Aylmer Sales 
Arena, the Tuesday 
market that Lisa used 
to visit, so that’s our 
destination, but we’ll 
get there later.

1) St. Thomas -  
Antiques on the Side

We’d never even 

heard of this antique shop, but it 
was in the paper so we stopped 
in, and it’s worth it. I wouldn’t say 
we’re real “antiquers” but as Lisa 
says, “Everyone likes the stuff they 
liked when they were kids!” That’s 
pretty much true and this place 
had that in spades. It’s not overly 
large and it’s very tidy, but not 
fancy. I don’t like ‘fancy’ as much 
as Lisa but she loved this place, 
too. Antiques on the Side appealed 

to me with Coca-Cola memorabilia, 
authentic signs, that retro sort of 

thing. The stuff I grew up 
on, I guess.

2) St. Thomas - 
Railway City Brewery
Loving this craft beer 

craze! I think Railway 
City was one of the first 
of the new craft breweries 

that have taken over the 
countryside and I’d say it’s 

one of my favourites, but I 
haven’t found one I don’t like. 

I think they probably started with just 
a couple brews but there are a number 
to choose from now-a-days, light, dark, 
IPA and they all have cool names like 
Iron Horse, Witty Traveller, and Dead 
Elephant. Great t-shirts and collectibles, 
too!

3) St. Thomas - Berry Hill 
This is basically around the corner 

from the brewery 
and all three of these 
stops are near the east 
end of St. Thomas’ 
downtown. Can’t say 
enough about this 
place and we’ve been 
in a few times. It’s one 
of those ‘you just have 
to go there for yourself’ 
places. A bird lover 
would be in heaven 

with all the seed, birdhouse, feeders, 
books, etc. while someone who loves 
the kitchen would have a completely 
different reason to come in. Same thing 
for a gardener, or a farmer, or someone 
who’s just trying to decorate. Lisa loved 
it because they have women’s clothing! 
She needed another purse so bad!

4) New Sarum - New Sarum Diner 
Lunch time! This restaurant is sort of 

hidden, a block north of Hwy. #3 on the 
way east to Aylmer from St. Thomas, 
so it’s easy to miss, but once you come 

here you’ll be back again and again. The 
building resembles an old barn. The 
decor is from the 50’s and 60’s and it 
has a lot of character for that reason, 
but more than anything they just have 
good food at good prices. A large menu 
and lots of parking, too. I took out the 
map and pondered where we could 
go after our next stop. I always have a 
basic plan, but don’t always stick to it.

5) Aylmer Sales Arena 
Told you we’d get here, and this isn’t 

our first time by any stretch. It’s both 
a farmers and flea market so you get a 
bit of everything—fresh eggs to comic 
books—it’s an institution of sorts. People 
have been coming here for years, and 
the Mennonites still arrive in their horse 
and carriages as they have through 
all that time. I can wander aimlessly 
through here and think that this is a 
place that hasn’t changed as much 
as the rest of the world. You wouldn’t 
know it by driving through the town of 
Aylmer though... it’s always busiest on a 
Tuesday. I left with Simon & Garfunkel’s 
Greatest Hits (the album of course) and 
we stocked up the cooler with cheese, 
steaks, veggies and a few pepperettes. 
We’ve learned to always bring a cooler 
on a daytrip.

6) Spicer’s Bakery, Alymer 
We just popped in here for really, 

really good bread and treats. They 
have stickers on the packaging that 
say something like, “Everything here is Antiques on the Side, St. Thomas
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made by human hands, not evil robots.” 
We got a kick out of that.

7) Pedlar’s Quay, Tillsonburg 
This, I have to admit, is more of a 

Lisa store. Very elegant, with beautiful 
gifts and decor, but I couldn’t find a 
thing for the Mancave. It’s a very nice 
shop in a century home just off the 
main thoroughfare and the owner was 
one of the nicest people you could ever 
meet. I’m sure this one is at the top of 
the ladies list and Lisa had no problem 
at all finding a few things to put in her 
new purse.

8) Annandale House 
National Historic 

Site, Tillsonburg
We don’t always 

have time to take 
in a museum or a 
gallery, but we try to 
add one into a trip 

when we can, and 
it’s usually one of the 

most memorable parts 
of the journey. I noticed this 

one in the Daytripper over lunch 
and am glad we made the time. Long 
story short, Tillsonburg was founded 
by George Tillson who settled the town 
and built a number of mills. Annandale 
House was his home but was also a 
showcase for the many woods that were 
turned out at his wood mill. It’s a truly 
stunning home and is well worth the 
visit. One of the most fabulous features 
were the tromp l’oeil ceilings, painted to 
look as if they are three-dimensional.

With that it was time to get home and 
let Sparky out. Another great trip in the 
books, lots of conversation and music 
along the way. We couldn’t stay overnight 
this time but I would have liked to check 
in at the Milltales Inn, a restaurant and 
hotel that’s built in a restored mill in 

Annandale House NHS, Tillsonburg

Tillsonburg. Maybe next time. 
We could have gone in any number of 

directions on this trip to take in different 
stops and we always talk about the ones 
we missed. I think the one that got away 
was Sparta, the whole village, but that’s 
a trip on it’s own. Lisa thinks she’ll 
regret not getting to Canadale Garden 
Centre in St. Thomas. But there will be 
a next time...Thanks Daytripping. Hope 
you like our story!

Publisher’s note: We love hearing about 
the trips our readers take, and Dave has 
sent a few more articles that we plan to 
run in future issues. Daytripping has been 
built by our readers and we’d love to hear 
from more of you.
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